New Buckenham Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at New Buckenham Village Hall

Present: Cllr. Paul Martin (PM) Chairperson
Cllr. Karen Hobley (KH), Cllr. Don Crossman (DC), Cllr. Mary Dowson (MD),Cllr. Mark Quinton (MQ)
A Thornton (Clerk)
Apologies: Cllr. Andrew Bingham (AB), Cllr. Steve Highton (SH) and District Councillor Steve Askew (SA).
Members of the public: 4 in attendance.

1.Apologies for absence
Apologies from AB, SH and SA were noted.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2026.
These were agreed as a true record of proceedings.

3. To receive reports of matters arising from June minutes for update and information only.
a. Mark Quinton’s co-option onto NBPC took place. He was proposed by KH and seconded by DC - all in attendance approved. 
Action AT to inform Breckland District Council, set up councillor email etc.
b. Audit and reporting of any current footpath issues – email received from AB stating that the footpath audit is ongoing and that AB has “reported (again) the High London farm footpath (Old Buckenham FP14), and the broken gate on New Buckenham FP6.”
Action AB to complete footpath audit.
c. Councillor responsibilities were updated. 
Action AT to update directory.

4. Declaration of Interest for Items on the agenda and dispensations for councillors with a pecuniary interest - none 

5. Public Participation
a. Resident presented their email which was sent to Cllrs requesting cleaning and upgrading of some playground equipment.
Discussion took place. DC clarified that an annual Health and Safety inspection of the playground is commissioned each year and that this year there were only minor (very low risk) requirements.
Councillors concluded that steam cleaning will take place asap and the report collating any minor maintenance requirements will be presented to the October meeting as planned.
 Action - Pressure wash to be commissioned. DC and AT to collate any requirements re residents’ email and minor works from Playdale report for October meeting.

b. Representation by 3 residents and on behalf of the Cricket Club took place, requesting a reduction in the current year`s Cricket Club invoice. It was clarified that the Cricket Club had not historically paid Broadland Tree Services direct for matchday cuts and that the additional cuts benefit the village as a whole
Action AT to reinvoice the cricket club.


6. Governance
a. District Councillor Report (Steve Askew)
Email update from Steve Askew (District Councillor) received as follows: -
Local Plan: What is our emerging Local Plan and what could it mean for your community? Book your place at our upcoming virtual event to find out! Breckland Council are holding an online Town Hall event on July 20th 6.00-7.00 PM so you can hear more about the emerging Local Plan, as well as about the upcoming 'Regulation 19' consultation. Thank you to everybody who has taken part in our previous Local Plan consultations, which have helped shape the proposal for the district's future growth. The Reg 19 consultation differs from earlier consultation stages because the focus is on determining whether the submitted plan is 'sound' - justified, effective, positively prepared and consistent with national policy.As well as hearing the latest updates, you will also have an opportunity to ask what this means for you, how you can get involved in the next stage, and what happens next. Book your place and submit your questions via the booking form: https://forms.office.com/e/dvRV9iuy2Y

Bin Collections -Due to the ongoing high temperatures, bin crews are continuing to collect from 6:00am (instead of 06:30) up to and including 17 July to enable them to work in cooler temperatures. Please ensure your green, black and brown bins are out ready for this earlier collection time.Need to check your collection day or what can go in your bin? You can find this at www.breckland.gov.uk/rubbish

Police and Crime Commissioner by-election: The Police and Crime Commissioner by-election is taking place on Thursday 16 July. Planning to vote in person? Check your poll card so you know where to go, it'll be arriving soon. Voting by post? Make sure you return your postal vote in time.
Breckland Business Awards: Nominations for the Breckland Business Awards close Monday 20 July. Your chance to let us know which businesses you think deserve recognition for innovation, visitor experience, and more! Nominate here https://loom.ly/U-iBno0

Small electrical items: Reminder – hold on to your small electricals and batteriesPlease remember that there is currently a pause on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), Small Electrical and battery collections. However, these items should not be placed in your black, green, or brown bin. We will update you when this happens

b. County Councillor Report. (Jacob Allen)
None provided for this meeting.
Action AT to ensure JA is invited to attend or submit update report for August meeting.

c. Parish Councillors Reports.
No additional reports at this meeting

7. Financial Matters
a. The bank reconciliation for June was noted.

b. The payments below for July 2026 were proposed by KH seconded by AB and approved by all present including Clear Insurance.  
Action AT set up payments for DC to authorise.

	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	NET

	14/07/2026
	30/06/2026
	online payment
	Broadland trees
	June Grounds Maintenance
	             1,192.50 
	     198.75 
	    993.75 

	14/07/2026
	26/03/2026
	online payment
	TT Jones electrical LTD
	Streetlights maintenance Apr-Jun
	                  27.30 
	         4.55 
	      22.75 

	14/07/2026
	24/06/2026
	online payment
	TT Jones electrical LTD
	Streetlights maintenance Jul-Sept
	                  27.30 
	         4.55 
	      22.75 

	14/07/2026
	30/06/2026
	online payment
	Voluntary Norfolk
	DBS check CCS..Acc 00568008 sort code 12-09-25
	                  31.20 
	         5.20 
	      26.00 

	14/07/2026
	07/07/2026
	online payment
	npower
	june streetlights electricity
	                  40.95 
	         1.95 
	      39.00 

	14/07/2026
	01/07/2026
	online payment
	NBVH
	Apr-June hall rental
	                  45.00 
	 
	      45.00 

	14/07/2026
	July
	online payment
	A Thornton
	July salary
	                527.47 
	 
	    527.47 

	14/07/2026
	July
	online payment
	NLGPS
	July pension
	                130.28 
	 
	    130.28 

	14/07/2026
	July
	online payment
	HMRS
	July NI
	                  15.62 
	 
	      15.62 

	TOTALS
	
	
	
	
	2037.62
	215.00
	1822.62


Additional item agreed at meeting Clear Insurance – Council`s annual insurance £ 696.51

c. Community Project Fund Applications.
No new applications have been received by the clerk. Currently there is a vacancy on the Community Project Fund group for a resident of New Buckenham.
 Action KH to advertise vacancy in Parish News.

8. Planning
a.Tree pruning applications noted.

b.Following correspondence received re possible breach of planning. These matters have now been witnessed by Parish Councillors and, SA advice given.
Action AT to enter details on BDC planning site.

8. Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan Review Group continues to meet regularly. The review document will be prepared for October Meeting.
9. To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
a. Grounds Maintenance – no issues at this meeting
b. Closed Churchyard – no issues at this meeting
c. Cemetery – no issues at this meeting
d. Allotments – Water usage and cost analysis report to be circulated to NBPC for consideration at its August meeting. Action AT email report
e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch.
Following public participation items 5a and b:-
5a Play Area - jet washing and cleaning will be commissioned asap. Maintenance issues will be collated and reported at October meeting as previously agreed.
5b NBPC agreed to reduce Cricket Club invoice for financial year 2026-2027.
f. Public Footpaths –as per item 3b. Audit and reporting of any current footpath issues  –AB email received stating that footpath audit is ongoing and that AB has “reported (again) the High London farm footpath (Old Buckenham FP14), and the broken gate on New Buckenham FP6.”
g. Community Car Scheme (CCS) – no issues at this meeting
h. Defibrillator – no issues at this meeting

10. Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda:
a. New Buckenham Village Hall Trustee Nomination - Councillors present all agreed for AB to continue in this role for the next year.
b. Changes to Declaration of Pecuniary Interest mean councillors and clerks home addresses will no longer be in the public domain.
Action AT to remove addresses from website and paperwork.

The meeting closed at 21:10

The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 11th August 2026 at 7.30pm.
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