



PARISH OF NEW BUCKENHAM

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF New Buckenham held on Tuesday 14th April 2026
 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall, Moat Lane

Present:     Councillors Andrew Bingham (Chair - AB), Don Crossman (DC), Karen Hobley (KH), 
Mary Dowson (MD), Paul Martin (Vice Chair PM), Angela Thornton (Clerk – Minutes AT).
Steve Askew District and County Councillor and 5	members of the public in attendance.		
 
1. Welcome:
The Chair welcomed everyone to the 2026 Annual Parish Meeting.

2.  Apologies for absence:
Steve Askew

3. To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th April 2025
The meeting resolved to approve the Minutes as a true and accurate record. KH proposed, MD seconded. All agreed

4. To receive the Chair’s Report:
The Chair talked about the main issues which had arisen over the year in his annual report. (Attached).

5. District and County Councillor’s Report:
SA Highlight- LGR and Devolution. Which is clarified as follows:
Local Government Reorganisation in Norfolk
The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government has written to local leaders outlining the Government's plans for Unitary Authorities for Norfolk. Subject to the required statutory and parliamentary steps, Norfolk will see the creation of three new unitary councils from April 2028, replacing the current eight county, city, district and borough councils.
What the new structure would look like
Under the proposal, Norfolk will see three unitary councils:
- West Norfolk Council – covering Breckland, King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and 9 parishes from South Norfolk
- Greater Norwich Council – covering Norwich, 19 parishes from Broadland, and 16 parishes from South Norfolk
- East Norfolk Council – covering Broadland (less 19 parishes), Great Yarmouth, North Norfolk, and South Norfolk (less 25 parishes)
These new authorities will each deliver the full range of local government services.
What happens next
Parliament must approve the legal changes required to create the new councils. All existing councils will continue to deliver services as usual, with no immediate changes for residents. Three shadow authorities will be elected in May 2027 with the Unitary Authorities expected to take over from May 2028. 

General discussion took place regarding what a unitary may look like and how services will be delivered.

SA clarified that he is standing down as county Councillor but remaining ad Breckland District Councillor until 2028.
He reported food waste bins will be provided in this financial year. Details are on Breckland website.

Chairman and all present expressed their thanks to Steve Askew in his role as County Councillor.

6. Neighbourhood plan
Due for review by July 2027. Group to be formed and first meeting date agreed

7. Speedwatch
No report for this meeting, issues remain with the location of speedwatch volunteers. 
 
8. Community Car Scheme (CCS)
Alice Cattermole CCS Coordinator reported as follows:
This year has been much quieter for the Community Car Scheme than last year was, with just 29 journeys completed, compared to 71 journeys in the previous year. This is largely due to the fact that we currently have fewer ‘regular’ users of the scheme. We have raised awareness of the Community Car Scheme in the Parish News and have posted on the New Buckenham Facebook page throughout the year. 
The vast majority of our journeys have been low mileage trips to GP surgeries in Attleborough, Kenninghall and East Harling, with just seven trips to the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital.
This year one driver left the scheme, and we extend our thanks to Rory Lester for the many journeys he undertook enabling people in New Buckenham to attend medical appointments. We currently have five volunteer drivers, with one new volunteer joining us shortly. Updated DBS checks are underway for all volunteers at present. Breckland Council have just confirmed our grant for the new financial year (2026-7).
I would like to thank all of our volunteer drivers and encourage anyone in the village who needs our help to attend a medical appointment to get in touch!

KH expressed that the scheme is a village asset that needs to continue.

     10. New Buckenham Community Project Fund:
KH reported grants awarded for 2025-26 as follows:
In May 3.2k was awarded to the football club for new Goals and equipment.
In June 5k was awarded to New Buckenham Village Hall towards new lighting.
In July £300 was awarded to New Buckenham Parish Church for an entrance ramp.

SA highlighted the Norfolk Community fund which awards grants from £200-£5.5k - information is available on Norfolk County Council website.

11.Open Session
Resident reported the EV charging point is not working. AB will investigate on behalf of The Village Hall who host the EV charging points.

Resident updated on Winter Warmer which runs Oct – March in New Buckenham Village Hall. Thanks were expressed to the Cricket Club who donated from the Fireworks Night income. This funding covered the cost of the Hall hire and the expenses of volunteers who run the scheme.

Thanks were expressed to all in the Village for supporting the Art exhibition with supplying cakes putting up displays etc.

JF asked if there is any appetite for “flowering out” the entrance to the village by the village gateway. Discussion took place JF to pursue later in the year.

AC asked are the Parish Council still looking for land for a Community Woodland.
AB confirmed he has expressed to the purchasers of land next to the village hall that NBPC may be interested in supporting the development of a community woodland.

Parishoner expressed concern re shared use of field as cricket Pitch and Football pitch and cars parking on the verge. AT confirmed that this will be reviewed for the 2027-28 football season.

12.Close: 
The Chair concluded the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:11


The Next Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 13th April 2027 8pm at New Buckenham Village Hall.



