Good evening all.
Apologies that I am unable to attend both Banham and Old Buckenham PC meetings on Thursday as I have a prior engagement.
Please see below my report for members and public.
1) The National Scheme of Delegation
It is my view that this is just further watering down of local decision making. You will see below that while much of what is proposed, is currently done, local councillors, Parish Councils and public representation has been reduced, leaving little scope for local knowledge and input. It begs the question, "What's the point of having a local councillor if he/she is unable to represent the local community?"
Updated guidance on the National Scheme of Delegation
The Government published updated guidance on the National Scheme of Delegation on the 1st June 2026. This marks a major shift towards a more officer-led planning system, with restrictions on what type of application can be referred to planning committee. Routine and policy-compliant applications are expected to stay out of committee, councillor call-ins are curtailed, and committees are intended to focus only on genuinely significant or contentious planning applications. 
A succinct summary below.
The intention is that committees focus on major or genuinely significant planning matters, while officers determine routine and technical cases. The changes proposed will be coming into effect on 31st October 2026 and are intended to bring greater consistency across England in respects to decision making and reducing the overall number of planning application going to planning committee.
The system creates two broad categories:
1. Schedule 1 – applications that must be decided by planning officers in all cases
1. Schedule 2 – applications that are presumed to be officer-decided, unless specific’ referral tests are met and senior decision-makers agree they should go to committee
Schedule 1: Mandatory officer decisions
These applications must be decided under delegated powers to officers and cannot go to committee (except some council “own-interest” cases). Examples of Schedule 1 applications include:
1. Householder applications (extensions, lofts, etc.)
1. Minor commercial development
1. Minor residential development (up to 9 homes on sites under 0.5 hectares)
1. Where it is not related to a phase of development in an outline planning permission, reserved matters approvals
1. Discharge of conditions
1. Prior approval for permitted development rights
1. Permission in principle
1. Requests to agree or modify a planning obligation that relates to a schedule 1 development
1. Non-Material Amendment applications to a planning permission or permission in principle
1. Certificates of lawfulness
1. Biodiversity net gain plan
1. Certificates of appropriate alternative development
Any of the above applications will fall into Schedule 2 if any of the following occur:
1. The Local Planning Authority considers that the Schedule 1 application is for planning permission that is connected to a Schedule 2 application for Listed Building Consent or for the variation or discharge of condition to a Listed Building Consent
1. An application that would be Schedule 1 but is made under s73A of the Town and Country Planning Act (retrospective planning permission)
1. Any application that is made by or on behalf of a Local Authority, a member of that Local Authority or an entity owned or controlled by the Local Authority
The changes will result in a greater share of day-to-day planning applications to be handled by planning officers as opposed to being referred to planning committee.

Referral tests and what counts as significant?
Committee referral should be exceptional, not routine. At least one of these tests must apply for a referral to planning committee:
1. A significant planning matter in relation to the development plan or material considerations; or
1. A significant economic, social, or environmental issue for the local area
The guidance says cases are unlikely to justify committee referral if they broadly comply with an adopted local plan and technical concerns (e.g., highways or flooding) have been resolved.


A major change is that ward councillors will no longer be able to ‘call in’ applications. Applications will also now not be referred to Committee following a set number of public objections.
Council’s must amend their constitutions to align with the new National Scheme of Delegation.
Each authority must designate gatekeepers to decide jointly whether eligible cases should be referred to committee. This includes a senior planning officer (typically the chief planning officer), and a nominated committee member (typically the committee chair).
Planning committees/sub-committees must have no more than 13 councillors, and authorities are encouraged to consider smaller committees for more effective decision-making.


2) Please see below 2 links for the Community Small Grant Fund and the Inspiring Communities Fund. Please promote within the community where possible.
The Small Grant Fund application dates are 17th October -1st November

The Inspiring Communities Fund application deadline dates are 15th October for a December decision, 10th December for a February decision and 11th March for a May decision.
Breckland Council Inspiring Communities is a funding scheme providing grants of up to £5,000 for groups working in Breckland District. Please note: match funding is no longer required for this programme; groups can apply for their total project cost, or part of their project cost, up to a maximum of £5,000.
The funding is for community projects that can demonstrate their alignment to the priorities of the Inspiring Communities programme and the Breckland Health and Wellbeing Partnership (see below):
Inspiring Communities Priorities:
To address vulnerability and work with the most disadvantaged members of our communities to improve their life chances, with a focus on:
1. Domestic abuse
1. Mental health
1. Social isolation and loneliness
1. Early intervention projects which prevent escalation into crisis
Breckland Health and Wellbeing Priorities:
To enhance the health and wellbeing of Breckland’s residents by reducing health inequalities:
1. Preventing cardiovascular disease
1. Improving mental health
1. Tackling issues arising from alcohol dependency and other alcohol related concerns
1. Lifecycle approach – StartWell; LiveWell; AgeWell – promoting positive health outcomes at any age

Breckland Council Inspiring Communities | Norfolk Community Foundation
