

Extraordinary Meeting of NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL (NBPC)
Minutes of a meeting of New Buckenham Parish Council held at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 12th August 2025.

Councillors Present: Andrew Bingham (AB Chair), Paul Martin (PM), Karen Hobley (KH), Mary Dowson (MD) Mary Manning (MM). Steve Highton (SH), Don Crossman (DC). 

Also in attendance: Luke Denny (LD) Highways representative from Norfolk County Council, Angela Thornton (AT - Clerk Minutes) and 31 members of the public including Speedwatch volunteers.


	Minute
	
	Action

	2526/50
	Apologies for absence: PC Dion Philips Attleborough Beat Manager for Norfolk Police.
	

	2526/51
	The Chair Andrew Bingham opened the extraordinary meeting with public participation regarding Highways issues. AB explained that the meeting would be audio recorded to support AI minutes, and each speaker would be restricted to 3 minutes.  

Key Issues Raised
A. Traffic and Emergency Access
· Incident on Church Street highlighted emergency vehicle access issues.
· Fire engines and ambulances are on occasion obstructed by parked vehicles.
· Specific pinch points include:
· Junctions near Village Green.
· Turnpike into Grange Road.
· Church Street junction with Chapel Street/Queen St
· Parking in front of St Marys
B. Parking Challenges
· Parking on or very close to junctions (including Rosemary Lane and Church Street onto Chapel Street) may reduce visibility and block access.
· Parking at Village pump may reduce visibility
· Overflow parking from Kings Head public house and the Village Hall events leads to congestion.
· Double parking obstructing care home access.
· King Street yellow lines are not completely visible and tend to be ignored
· Delivery Vehicles to shop, café, Kings Head and St Marys cause double parking and can cause traffic problems for traffic
Suggestions:
· Expand existing car parks at Village Hall and Play Park for visitor parking.
· Some type of bollard to prevent parking at village pump corner. 
· Double yellow lines opposite St Marys Care home
· Parking bays in village green
· Encourage residents to not park immediately on road junctions (preferred 10m back from junction but confirmed by LD this is not legally enforceable)
· Consider housing proposals which may include land for a village carpark
C. Speeding Concerns
· Excessive speeding on Chapel Street, King Street generally  from The Turnpike towards village 20mph sign.
· Speedwatch recorded vehicles at 47 mph in 20 mph zones.
· Speeding taxis and rat-running through residential streets.
Suggestions:
· Speed bumps, chicanes, road closures.
· Flashing speed signs and child-shaped bollards near playground.
· Playground signage
· Community Speedwatch expansion. Police presence
Speedwatch Team Feedback
· Limited visibility and police restrictions on monitoring locations.
· Volunteer fatigue and need for more community involvement.
· Issues with faded double yellow lines and enforcement.
D. Village Infrastructure
· Village not designed for current traffic volumes.
· Increase in housing and multiple car ownership contributing to congestion.
Suggestions:
· Car-sharing schemes.
· Visitors Car Park
· Residents Car parking /allocated spaces.
· Regulation of planters and garden furniture encroaching on pavements.
· Kings Head Car park opened to customers not just B& B guests

3. Highway Engineer (LD) Response
· Acknowledged concerns and committed to reviewing notes.
Clarified:
· Speed limits and double yellow lines require Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs), which are costly and time-consuming. Often result in moving issue elsewhere.
· Enforcement of parking and speeding is under police jurisdiction.
· Parish Partnership Scheme available for co-funded signage and infrastructure improvements.
· Will follow up with detailed responses and potential actions.

4. Action Points
    Parish Council to:
· Summarise (minute) and forward concerns to Highways and Police.
· Explore Parish Partnership Scheme for signage and traffic calming.
· Investigate feasibility of new car park and expanded parking areas.
· Coordinate with Speedwatch and encourage volunteer participation.
· Consider a further meeting with Highways, Police, High Bailiffs Trust and District Councillor to agree which measures to pursue and how these will be funded .
Highway Engineer to:
· Review and respond to specific issues raised.
· Address faded road markings and visibility concerns.
· Liaise with police regarding enforcement and monitoring.

5. Closing Remarks for this Agenda item
· Meeting concluded with appreciation for community input and Highway Engineer’s attendance.
· A short break allowed those who did not want to stay for the remaining agenda items to leave.
3 members of the public remained for the rest of the meeting.
	

	2526/52
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2025:
Minutes were approved subject to 2526/47(i) defibrillator unavailability message.
	

	2526/53
	To record declarations of interest not already recorded in the current Members Register of Interest: None.
	

	2526/54
	To receive reports of matters arising from July minutes for update and information only: 
1.Breckland District Council are taking no further action regarding the felling of trees at the plot of land adjacent to the common, as this property is outside the conservation area.
2.Village noticeboard; Village map is to be reprinted
3. Village hall theatre Lighting now operational (Project Fund contribution)
	




AB

	2526/55
	Public Participation: No new items see extraordinary item 2526/51
	

	2526/56
	District Councillor- 
No update at this meeting
	

	2526/57
	Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
MD noted that in July’s meeting the Parish Council agreed to pursue the playground signs and a Speed Awareness Monitor (SAM) to show drivers their real speed when approaching the 20mph sign. Action AT to continue to pursue.

MM requested that options from tonight’s Highways discussion are summarised and that NBPC, High Bailiffs Trust (who own village green) the police and highways come together to agree solutions.
	
AT

	
	Devolution
Most recent report clarifies Mayoral elections taking place in 2026.
	

	2526/58
	Financial Matters:
a. Bank reconciliation for July was noted. 
	

	
	b. Community Project Fund: 
The recently awarded football club grant has been partially spent (on goalposts) £365 remains.
The approved ramp for the church  has been purchased.
	


	
	c. Payments for August and September 2025 (below) were approved for processing. Proposed KH seconded by DC.  All agreed. DC to Process AT to counter approve.
	DC AT



	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	08/07/2025
	August
	Online payment
	Broadland Trees
	July Maintenance
	 1,230.00 
	   205.00 
	 1,025.00 

	08/07/2025
	August
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerks August Salary
	    570.08 
	 
	    570.08 

	08/07/2025
	August
	Online payment
	NCC
	Clerks August Pension
	    171.36 
	 
	    171.36 

	08/07/2025
	08/07/2025
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerks’ mileage April - July
	      45.90 
	 
	      45.90 

	08/07/2025
	01/07/2025
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Ink
	      19.94 
	       3.98 
	      15.96 

	12/08/2025
	18/07/2025
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Wheelchair Ramp bought on clerk’s debit card
	    296.40 
	     49.40 
	    247.00 

	August Totals
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 2,333.68 
	   258.38 
	 2,075.30 



	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	12/08/2025
	10/07/2025
	Online payment
	NBVH
	New Buck Village Hall April-June Hall rental
	      15.00 
	 
	      15.00 

	12/08/2025
	29/07/2025
	Online payment
	PKF Littlejohn
	external audit of year 2024-2025
	    252.00 
	   42.00 
	    210.00 

	12/08/2025
	September
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerks September Salary in backdated pay award
	    668.11 
	 
	    668.11 

	12/08/2025
	September
	Online payment
	NCC
	Clerks September Pension 
	    204.35 
	 
	    204.35 

	12/08/2025
	September
	Online payment
	Broadland Trees
	August Maintenance
	 1,230.00 
	 205.00 
	 1,025.00 

	September Totals
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 2,369.46 
	 247.00 
	 2,122.46 




	2526/59
	To consider planning applications and to receive Breckland District Council’s decisions made on any planning applications since the last NBPC meeting: 
Decisions noted, no new applications.
The Inn on the Green has an extended decision date to 18/8/25. Revised parking for 4 vehicles has been submitted.
NBPC will write objecting as the PC is concerned that the parking spaces are inaccessible and insufficient.
	




	2526/60
	To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
	

	
	a. Grounds Maintenance – Tender to be drafted for consideration/ amendments at October meeting. ACTION AT draft tender
	AT

	
	b. Closed Churchyard – MM highlighted that the Lime tree on the Right of the Gate in Church Street requires work, possibly pollarding. Member of public reiterated this. ACTION Ask Broadland Trees to assess and quote for required works.

Conservation grass to be scythed and cleared. 
	

AT

	
	c. Cemetery – not discussed at this meeting
	

	
	d. Allotments – not discussed at this meeting
	

	
	e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch – Fence on zipline side of toddler play has been repaired by Phil Anderson at no cost to NBPC. Thanks were expressed to Phil.
By the Cricket Club pavilion the heap of soil left after container move to be cleared. Ongoing
Annual inspection is now due. ACTION AT to arrange. 
	AB




AT

	
	f. Public Footpaths – MM raised the issue of the electric fencing around the common, which is lying on the ground in places and possibly live. Action Andrew Bingham to contact grazer to rectify situation.
	AB

	
	g. Community Car Scheme – not discussed at this meeting
	

	
	h. Street Lights –   nothing to report at this meeting.
	

	
	i. Defibrillator – KH to check if any 999 call registers the device as unavailable.
	KH

	2526/61
	Key Documents for review:
None 
	

	2526/62
	Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 
1.Royal British Legion wreath requirements. NBPC does not purchase a wreath but generally makes a £50 annual donation. All present approved. ACTION Donation to be made. 
	

AT



The meeting closed at 20.54

The next meeting of the Parish Council was scheduled for 9th September this is now cancelled. The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 14th October at 7.30pm.
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