

NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of New Buckenham Parish Council meeting held at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 14th October 2025.

Councillors Present: Andrew Bingham (AB Chair), Paul Martin (PM), Karen Hobley (KH), Mary Dowson (MD) Mary Manning (MM). Steve Highton (SH).

Also in attendance: District Councillor Steve Askew, Angela Thornton (AT - Clerk Minutes) and 1 member of the public.
	Minute
	
	Action

	2526/63
	Apologies for absence: None received
	

	2526/64
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2025:
Minutes were approved. 
	

	2526/65
	To record declarations of interest not already recorded in the current Members Register of Interest: None declared at this point.
	

	2526/66
	To receive reports of matters arising from August minutes for update and information only: 
1.Village noticeboard; Village map is to be reprinted - ongoing
2. Update on meeting with Highways, Police and District Councillor regarding highways issues.
Councillors met with Luke Denny (Highways), Dion Phillips (Police) and Steve Askew (District Councillor). Discussion on the issues raised and possible options for solution, put forward by villagers on the 12th August 
has resulted in the agreement of a Parish Partnership application to support the following improvements to traffic issues in New Buckenham.
NBPC will be applying for:
· A highways Playground sign is to be applied for.
· A mobile SAM 2 or 3 . This will highlight to drivers the speed they are doing. A SAM 2 or 3 collects data to be passed to the police and may be used use in any future applications for traffic calming measures for example speed bumps. 
· H bars markings outside St Marys are generally respected. Highways checking if an to extension or staggering of H bar markings outside St Marys is possible. 
· NBPC may in conjunction with police, place notices on cars asking for more considerate parking.
· NBPC may in conjunction with police request obstructions on footpaths including plant pots/ vehicles be removed where they are causing an obstruction (not allowing a wheelchair / push chair to pass).
	

AB

	2526/67
	Public Participation: 
Charles Stimpson suggested rewording to better reflect points being made of the minutes of 12th August meeting as follows:
· Consider housing proposals including land for village carpark. Becomes “possibility of a donation of land for a community housing scheme”.
· Village infrastructure includes: 
 “Over development of village without parking provision –lots of dwellings built without off road parking”.
AB explained minutes cannot be amended but this meeting mins will record your views/words.
· Action points Discussion of any proposal for Community Housing and or Car Park via a Community Land Trust. 
AB requested a letter /proposal outlining what this would “look like” to enable any opinions /discussion
	

	2526/68
	District Councillor- 
Cllr. Askew updated the meeting on the Local Government Review (LGR) and Devolution as follows:
LGR. Districts have submitted their preferred models, varying from 1, 2 or 3 unitary authorities
During the Autumn and Winter public consultations will take place ,with Government Ministers making the final decision which will be announced in early 2026.
Devolution: In Spring, the election of a Mayor will take place and the “shadow authority” will operate until 2028 when a new approved structure will commence.
	

	2526/69
	Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
KH suggested Chair writes an article in Parish News highlighting the issue of dog fouling in village.
SH reported that a villager reraised the issue of TAXIS for Acorn School left all day in Playground car park. MM explained generally only 2 actually left during the day and only during term time. AB reiterated that this situation is   monitored and NBPC does not see a need for any further action at this time.
	
AB

	2526/70
	Financial Matters:
a. Bank reconciliation for September was noted. 
	

	
	b. Community Project Fund: 
No new applications considered.
The football club grant has been partially spent (on goalposts) £365 remains.
	


	
	c. Payments for October 2025 (below) were approved for processing. Proposed KH seconded by MM.  All agreed. AT to Process AB to counter approve.
	AT AB



	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	14/10/2025
	15/08/2025
	Online payment
	HB Services
	Churchyard strimming
	      40.00 
	 
	      40.00 

	14/10/2025
	August mins
	Online payment
	Royal British Legion
	Royal British Legion Donation
	      50.00 
	 
	      50.00 

	14/10/2025
	30/9/258
	Online payment
	Broadland Trees
	September Maintenance
	 1,230.00 
	 205.00 
	 1,025.00 

	14/10/2025
	sept payslip
	Online payment
	HMRC
	tax on Sept payroll
	      21.60 
	 
	      21.60 

	14/10/2025
	06/09/2025
	Direct Debit
	Information Commissioners Office
	GDPR Fee
	      47.00 
	 
	      47.00 

	14/10/2025
	12/09/2025
	Online payment
	TT Jones
	Oct-Dec streetlights maintenance
	      27.30 
	     4.55 
	      22.75 

	14/10/2025
	October
	Online payment
	Norfolk County Council
	Clerk October Pension
	    181.72 
	 
	    181.72 

	14/10/2025
	02/10/2025
	Online payment
	NBVH
	Hall rental
	      30.00 
	 
	      30.00 

	14/10/2025
	10/10/2025
	Direct Debit
	EON
	September streetlights electricity
	      59.91 
	     2.85 
	      57.06 

	14/10/2025
	Oct. payslip
	Online payment
	HMRC
	October salary tax
	        6.80 
	 
	        6.80 

	14/10/2025
	October
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerk October Salary
	    606.44 
	 
	    606.44 

	October Totals
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 2,300.77 
	 212.40 
	 2,088.37 


An additional payment of £30.15 to Community Car Scheme drivers was approved at the meeting.

	2526/71
	To consider planning applications and to receive Breckland District Council’s decisions made on any planning applications since the last NBPC meeting: 
a. Inn on the Green have lodged an appeal following refusal by Breckland.
AB will re submit NBPC objections.

b. PL/2025/1450/FMIN 
Wymondham Road Bungalow demolition and replacement dwelling with garage.
NBPC generally in support of replacing with 1 dwelling and associated vehicles.
Not objecting in principle but would like more information on how visually this replacement build and any landscaping will blend with its surroundings. Specifically, that the ecology, bio diversity, and street scene materials are in line with the neighbourhood plan.
AB chair will contact owners/ agents.

c. Application for amendment of Register in Respect of Unit No.CL29.
NBPC will lodge an objection. On the basis that any change/ availability of grazing rights should be advertised in a more transparent way, that enables any villager to apply for any rights that become available, rather than gifting between parties who may on occasion not live within New Buckenham.
	


AB











AB






AT

	2526/72
	To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
	

	
	a.Grounds Maintenance – Draft Tender previously circulated.
Any further suggested changes to be received by clerk to enable approval of tender at November meeting.
	ALL/AT

	
	b. Closed Churchyard – Trees requiring work.
 Paul Martin declared an interest and left meeting whilst discussion took place re Trees Works quotes.

1.Quote for works to Churchyard  Lime Tree fouling overhead wires approved.
2.Trees on Whitehouse side of churchyard deferred till autumn 2026-27.
3.Trees Trees overhanging Colebrooke House Garden approved

AT to commission approved works.
	








AT

	
	c. Cemetery – Article to be written for parish Magazine re dogs fouling in cemetery and dogs on leads sign to be purchased and displayed
	
AB and AT

	
	d. Allotments – annual invoicing to take place October.
	

	
	e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch –Annual inspection is now overdue. ACTION AT to arrange. 
	
AT

	
	f. Public Footpaths – Bridge on footpath still closed.
	

	
	g. Community Car Scheme – AC has reported a drop in journeys as reflected in the April to October mileage claim.
	

	
	h. Street Lights –   nothing to report at this meeting.
	

	
	i. Defibrillator – KH to check if any 999 call registers the device as unavailable. ongoing
	KH

	2526/73
	Key Documents for review:
None 
	

	2526/74
	Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 
1.Resident requests that a poppy wreath be purchased. Agreed £25 wreath and £25 donation rather than the previously approved £50 donation. All present approved. ACTION Wreath and Donation to be purchased and made from RBL. 
2.Flood Resilience Fund requirement. Not applicable as NBPC not aware of Properties in New Buckenham flooding it is access to the village via flooding at Dambrigg that is an issue.
AT to respond.
	



AT



AT



The meeting closed at 21.00

The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 11th November at 7.30pm.
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