New Buckenham Parish Council Meeting Minutes.
Meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at New Buckenham Village Hall

Present:        Paul Martin (PM Chair for this meeting) 
                      Karen Hobley (KH) 
                      Steve Highton (SH)
		Mary Manning (MM)
		Mary Dowson (MD)
		Don Crossman (DC) 
A Thornton (Clerk)

Members of the public:  None present.
1.Apologies for absence
Apologies from Andrew Bingham (AB Chair) and District and County Councillor Steve Askew (SA)
were noted.
2. Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest
There were none
3. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 10th February 2026.
These were agreed as a true record of proceedings.
4. To receive reports of matters arising from February minutes for update and information only
a. Village map is to be reprinted. Order approved awaiting delivery.
b. Grazing Rights NBPC is awaiting an article in village magazine Action AB
c. Democratic Services at Breckland District Council have been notified of Mary Manning’s resignation (from 1st April). A Notice of Vacancy will be sent on this date. 14 days from receipt of this notice if less than 10 parishioners have contacted Breckland requesting an election co-option may take place.
d. Churchyard gate repair has been resolved.
e. Anglian Water site visit re £900 water bill is ongoing.
f. Neighbourhood plan. MM highlighted page 64 of Neighbourhood plan clarifies monitoring role. Review due by July 2027. Action Cllrs to consider monitoring requirements bringing recommendations for review to next meeting.

5. Public Participation
 None at this meeting.

6. Governance
a. District Councillor Report 
Email update as follows:
“Apologies for not getting to the meeting this evening. I’ve just got in from work. I had hoped to see you all this evening, but I hope you pick this up during the meeting.
I’m pleased to confirm that I am able to contribute the following from my Local Member Fund (LMF) towards your PPS costs. I hope this is acceptable.
New Buckenham – playground signs - £1,000 New Buckenham – SAM3 device - £3,700”
Those present expressed their thanks to Cllr. Askew.

b. Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
KH presented a “thank you” letter from a parishioner. Action AT to return cheque.

c. Devolution LGR. 
County Council elections are now going ahead on May 7th.

d. Grants Policy
  The draft Grants policy was considered, alterations agreed and approved by all present. Action AT to amend as agreed and publish on website.

7. Financial Matters
a. The bank reconciliation for February was noted.
b. The Payments for March 2026 were proposed by MD seconded by KH.  All present approved. Action DC to process AT to counter-approve. 
	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	10/03/2026
	March
	online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerk Mar Salary
	    606.44 
	 
	    606.44 

	10/03/2026
	March
	online payment
	NCC
	Clerk Mar Pension
	    181.72 
	 
	    181.72 

	10/03/2026
	March
	online payment
	HMRC
	March tax
	        6.80 
	 
	        6.80 

	10/03/2026
	20/02/2026
	online payment
	A Thornton
	Microsoft annual licence
	    116.64 
	   23.33 
	      93.31 

	10/03/2026
	10/10/2026
	online payment
	A Thornton
	clerk travel July 25 - March26
	      42.75 
	 
	      42.75 

	10/03/2026
	17/02/2026
	online payment
	Broadland Trees
	Christmas tree supply and removal
	    744.00 
	 124.00 
	    620.00 

	10/03/2026
	25/05/2026
	Direct Debit
	npower
	Electricity streetlights February
	      69.20
	     3.30
	      79.70 

	March Totals
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 1,764.25 
	 150.63 
	 1,613.62 


c. Community Project Fund Applications.
 No new applications have been received. 
The Football club have spent their remaining grant on Nets. 
d. Councillors present approved the re-appointment of Mr R Canwell as the internal auditor for 2025-26-year end accounts. There have been no changes to the Asset register for 2025-26 this was agreed by all present.
8. Planning
a.  There were no new applications or decisions received for noting at this meeting.
b. NBPC has been successful in its Parish Partnership Application for ‘PLAYGROUND’ signage and a SAM 3. Action PM and AT to pass preferred locations for SAM3 to NCC Highways for consideration/ risk assessing. Action AT to process paperwork.
10. To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
a. Grounds Maintenance
Action AT to ensure works scheduled in this financial year are invoiced and paid in this financial year.
b. Closed Churchyard 

The East Churchyard gate repair has been completed. Action AT to inform PCC
c. Cemetery 
Nothing to report at this meeting
d. Allotments

Investigation continues regarding the £900 water bill. Anglian Water are to carry out site visit 31st March.
e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch
 Annual inspection of the playing field took place last week. Action AT to pass 75 page report to DC to consider any actions required and bring to next NBPC meeting. 
f. Public Footpaths 

Not discussed at this meeting
g. Community Car Scheme (CCS) 
There are generally less requests for transport than last year.  CCS Coordinator has submitted the 2026-27 grant application to Breckland and is progressing with DBS checks.
h. Street Lights

Not discussed at this meeting

i. Defibrillator
 
Not discussed at this meeting

11. Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 

No additional correspondence discussed at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.53.

The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.30pm
