

NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of New Buckenham Parish Council meeting held at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 11th November 2025.
Councillors Present: Andrew Bingham (AB Chair), Paul Martin (PM), Karen Hobley (KH), Mary Dowson (MD) Mary Manning (MM)and Don Crossman. 
Apologies Steve Highton (SH).
Also in attendance: Steve Askew(SA) District and County Councillor, Angela Thornton (AT - Clerk Minutes) and 1 member of the public.
	Minute
	
	Action

	2526/75
	Apologies for absence: Steve Highton
	

	2526/76
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2025:
Proposed KH seconded MD. Minutes were approved.
	

	2526/77
	To record declarations of interest not already recorded in the current Members Register of Interest: None declared at this point.
	

	2526/78
	To receive reports of matters arising from August minutes for update and information only: 
1.Village noticeboard: Village map is to be reprinted - ongoing
2. NBPC will make an application to the Parish partnership (by 1st December) for:
· A highways Playground sign .
· A mobile SAM 2 or 3. This will highlight to drivers the speed they are doing. A SAM 2 or 3 collects data to be passed to the police and may be useful in any future applications for traffic calming measures for e.g. speed bumps. 
· NBPC may in conjunction with police, place notices on cars asking for more considerate parking. A draft letter is to be produced for next meeting.
· NBPC may in conjunction with police request obstructions on footpaths including plant pots/ vehicles be removed where they are causing an obstruction. (not allowing a wheelchair / push chair to pass). AB will speak to residents of identified properties which are of concern.
	

AB



AB/AT

MM



AB

	2526/79
	Public Participation. Representative on behalf of the Cricket Club wanted to express his apologies re any residents inconvenienced by parking issues on Bonfire Night. The event had a high number of people attending with significant numbers of cars parked in the village. 
Discussion took place regarding the size of the event. Councillors questioned:
· if the Parish Council could be held responsible as it owns the cricket field that was used for parking. 
· NBPC suggested that in future years bollards on key routes be considered by the Cricket Club to ensure emergency vehicle routes remain accessible.
· NBPC suggested the organising committee review the arrangements for future events in light of Martyn’s Law which comes into place in 2027 and will impact on how events can operate.
	

	2526/80
	District Councillor.
Cllr. Askew reiterated his update on Local Government Review and Devolution as follows:
Districts have submitted their preferred models, varying from 1, 2 or 3 unitary authorities.
During this autumn and winter public consultations will take place, Government Ministers will make the final decision to be announced in early 2026.
Devolution: In Spring, the election of a mayor will take place and the “shadow authority” will operate until 2028 when a new approved structure will commence.
Cllr. Askew updated that the Local Plan is now out to public consultation with a closing date of 15th December meetings open to public as follows:
· Attleborough Library - Date: Fri 14/11/25 - Time: 11:00 - 14:00
· Watton Library - Date: Wed.19/11/25 - Time: 12:00 - 15:00
	

	2526/81
	Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
KH reiterated the ongoing issue re dog excrement in the cemetery and the Church Yard. AT clarified that signage is on order for the Cemetery. Requesting dogs remain on leads and no fouling.
AB updated on the meeting attended at Shropham hosted by Breckland primarily to update on the Local Plan and most recent LGR/ Devolution thinking which is available on the Breckland DC website. 
	


	2526/82
	Financial Matters:
a. Bank reconciliation for October was noted.
b. Community Project Fund: no applications at this meeting
c.  Payments for November 2025 (below) were proposed for processing by MM seconded by PM.  All agreed. DC to process AB to counter authorise.
d. 2026-27 budget and precept. Discussion of the draft budget and precept took place no changes made. Option 3 proposed by DC seconded by PM. KH opposed carried 5 votes to 1. Precept request to be sent to BDC.
	






AT AB



	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	11/11/2025
	November
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerk November Salary
	    606.44 
	 
	    606.44 

	11/11/2025
	30/10/2025
	Online payment
	Broadland Trees
	October Maintenance
	 1,230.00 
	   205.00 
	 1,025.00 

	11/11/2025
	November
	Online payment
	Norfolk County Council
	Clerk October Pension
	    181.72 
	 
	    181.72 

	11/11/2025
	November
	Online payment
	HMRC
	November October tax
	        6.80 
	 
	        6.80 

	11/11/25
	24/10/25
	Direct Debit
	EON
	October Street lights electric.
	72.19
	3.44
	68.75

	Totals 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2,097.15 
	   208.44 
	 1,8188.71 



	2526/83
	To consider planning applications and to receive Breckland District Council’s decisions made on any planning applications since the last NBPC meeting: Application 3PL/2021/0335/VAR 13 St Martins no objection.
It was noted that the Inn on Green Appeal has been refused
	




	2526/84
	To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
	

	
	a. Grounds maintenance – Draft Tender discussed. The additional cost of the cuts to the cricket pitch are to be added to the annual cricket pitch invoice for 2026-27. Agreed that the tender will be let as a single package. 
Tender to be sent to at least 3 companies.
	


AT

	
	b. Closed Churchyard – Resident and Parochial Church Council have requested  the gate to the rear of the church yard is repaired. DC will obtain quote for undertaking repair works.
	DC


	
	c. Cemetery – Dog Fouling and Dogs on leads sign ordered - needs displaying.
	AT/ AB

	
	d. Allotments – Annual bills sent out.
	

	
	e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch –Annual inspection is now overdue.  AT 
	AT

	
	f. Public Footpaths – No update at this meeting
	

	
	g. Community Car Scheme – No update at this meeting
	

	
	h. Street Lights –   AB reported the tree growth around some streetlights need trim back. Quote to be obtained from Broadland Trees.
	AT

	
	i. Defibrillator – KH clarified that only if defibrillator is physically moved is it taken off the availability circuit
	

	2526/85
	Key Documents for review: None 
	

	2526/86
	Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 
· Email from East Anglia Air Ambulance Service requesting a donation was considered. KH proposed a donation of £100. MM seconded all agreed.
	

AT/DC


The meeting closed at 21.25
The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 9th December at 7.30pm
