



PARISH OF NEW BUCKENHAM

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF New Buckenham held on Tuesday 8th April 2025
 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall, Moat Lane

Present:     Councillors Andrew Bingham (Chair - AB), Don Crossman (DC), Karen Hobley (KH), Mary Manning (MM), Mary Dowson (MD), Paul Martin (Vice Chair PM), Angela Thornton (Clerk – Minutes AT).
Public: 5			
 
1. Welcome:
The Chair welcomed everyone to the 2025 Annual Parish Meeting.

2.  Apologies for absence:
Gerry Walsh.

3. To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th April 2024
The meeting resolved to approve the Minutes as a true and accurate record. KH proposed, MM seconded. All agreed

4. To receive the Chair’s Report:
The Chair welcomed everyone. The Chair talked about the main issues which had arisen over the year in his annual report. (Attached).

5. District and County Councillor’s Report:
None at this meeting. 

6. Neighbourhood plan

MM explained how the Neighbourhood Plan continues to be of importance, have relevance and be of great use to the Parish Council as a reference tool when responding to questions and surveys as part of the ongoing Devolution process.

7. Green Issues 
Specifically addressed in the Chairs report

8. Speedwatch

Alice Cattermole (AC) reported that monitoring the 20MPH village are, 7 volunteers are carrying out on average 2 sessions a month, resulting in between 1-30 speeders in an hour. 
This evening 26 individuals were driving at over 24mph with 2 driving at over 46mph.
Currently the process of recording these drivers would result in 2 letters then a visit from the police leading to fines and points on the individuals driving licence. Additionally, any individual infringement over 35MPH would trigger immediate police visit and potentially a fine and 2 points.
AC further reported that
· any new volunteers would be very welcome. 
· it is too early to tell if the Village Gateway is having a positive impact in reducing the speed of drivers. 
· many of those recorded as speeding are residents of New Buckenham.
· Sue Felton is recommencing as coordinator.
          A resident requested alternative village sites be used and offered to support AC in pursuing this. 

9. Community Car Scheme
AC reported that the scheme requires more volunteer drivers, currently there are just 5 drivers.
Over the last 12 months the scheme has:
· averaged 5 trips per month. 
· covered 1340 miles
· 65 individual journeys, 
· supported 16 residents to access medical appointments mainly in Attleborough, Kenninghall, Diss and Norwich.
This scheme continues to be of service to its users and thanks were expressed to all involved in New Buckenham Community Car Scheme.

     10. New Buckenham Community Project Fund:
MD reported that:
· no grants have been awarded in this financial year.
· One application was received but follow up account’s information requested has not been received to date.  
· 2023-24 award to Support New Buckenham Village Fundraising group with a 50% contribution to a secure storage facility had been paid in July of this year.

10. Open Session
· Residents talked through their thoughts on what is understood by devolution and the additional housing requirements directed by the current Government. A resident expressed delight at the usefulness of the neighbourhood plan and its role in limiting the scale of any housing development, and on providing guidance on the type of housing built.
.
·   KH highlighted the need for sponsors of New Buckenham youth football kits as there are an additional 3 teams this year.


11. Close: 
The Chair concluded the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:08

Cllr Andrew Bingham
Chair





The Next Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 14th April 2026 8pm at New Buckenham Village Hall.










