New Buckenham Parish Council Meeting Minutes.
Meeting held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at New Buckenham Village Hall

Present:        Andrew Bingham (AB) Chair
Paul Martin (PM) 
                      Karen Hobley (KH) 
                      Steve Highton (SH)
		Mary Dowson (MD)
		Don Crossman (DC) 
A Thornton (Clerk)

Members of the public:  None present.
1.Apologies for absence
Apologies from Steve Askew (SA) were noted.
2. Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary Interest
There were none
3. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 10th March 2026.
These were agreed as a true record of proceedings.
4. To receive reports of matters arising from March minutes for update and information only
a. Village map has been reprinted and received – invoice to be challenged. Action AT
b. Grazing Rights NBPC is awaiting an article in village magazine Action AB ongoing.
c. Parish Councillor co-option opportunity to be advertised in Parish News. Action AB
e. A visit by Anglian Water has unearthed the location of the allotments and cemetery water meter. 
Water usage from May to October 2025 recalculated to approx. £750.

5. Public Participation
 None at this meeting.

6. Governance
a. District Councillor Report 
Not at this meeting.
b. Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
KH suggested that the arrangement to use the “cricket” field by the junior football club be reviewed. Action AT original agreement to be reviewed for new season April 2027.
SH reported Chapel Hill Pump has been repaired.

c. Devolution LGR. 
3 Unitary Authorities are going ahead. Norfolk will see three unitary councils:
New Buckenham will sit in West Norfolk Council which will cover Breckland, King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and 9 parishes from South Norfolk. 
This item will be covered in more detail at the Annual parish meeting which will immediately follow this meeting.

7. Financial Matters
a. The bank reconciliation for March was noted.
b. The Payments below for April 2026 (excluding the Ruth notice board invoice) were proposed by AB and approved by all present. Action AT to seek review of John Wright invoice. All other approved invoices to be electronically processed by AT and DC to counter-approve. 
	FOLIO
	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	 Gross expenditure 
	 VAT 
	 Net 

	1
	NOT APPROVED
	14/4/26
	Online
	John Wright/ Ruth Murray
	Village map 
	160.00
	
	160.00

	2
	14/04/2026
	01/04/2026
	online payment
	NPTS
	NPTS annual subscription
	        287.82 
	          47.97 
	         239.85 

	3
	14/04/2026
	April 
	online payment
	Norfolk County Council
	Clerk April Pension
	        130.28 
	 
	         130.28 

	4
	14/04/2026
	April 
	online payment
	A Thornton
	April Payroll
	        527.47 
	 
	         527.47 

	5
	14/04/2026
	09/04/1996
	Direct Debit
	Eon
	Streetlights electricity
	          65.88 
	            3.14 
	           62.74 

	6
	14/04/2026
	31032
	online payment
	Broadland Trees
	Broadland trees
	     1,192.50 
	        198.75 
	         993.75 

	7
	14/04/2026
	23/05/2026
	online payment
	NBVH
	hall rental Jan-March
	          45.00
	 
	           45.00

	8
	14/04/2026
	14/04/2026
	online payment
	CCS
	drivers’ mileage 
	          92.48 
	 
	           92.48 

	 
	Total approved 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2341.43
	249.86
	2091.57



c. Community Project Fund Applications.
 No new applications have been received. 
8. Planning
a.  The application PL/2026/0141/TCA to remove tree at Orchard Cottage Marsh Lane was noted.
No new decisions were received for noting at this meeting.
9. Neighbourhood Plan review 
Councillors decided that the review group would consist of Mary Dowson, Paul Martin, Karen Hobley, Don Crossman and 2 residents of New Buckenham. Action MD to set for 1st meeting.
10. To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
a. Grounds Maintenance Not discussed at this meeting
b. Closed Churchyard Not discussed at this meeting

c. Cemetery Not discussed at this meeting

d. Allotments 

Action AT to Monitor water usage monthly and prepare annual allotment costs report to be bought to July meeting.
e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch
 DC reported that no actions are required from the February 2026 annual report.
f. Public Footpaths 

Action AB to re-approach highways regarding High London Farm footpath which appears unusable.
g. Community Car Scheme (CCS) Not discussed at this meeting.
h. Street Lights Not discussed at this meeting

i. Defibrillator Not discussed at this meeting

11. Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 

No additional correspondence discussed at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 19:54.

The next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm
