New Buckenham Parish Council Meeting Minutes.
Meeting held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at New Buckenham Village Hall

Present:        Andrew Bingham (AB) Chair
Paul Martin (PM) Vice Chair 
                      Karen Hobley (KH) 
		Mary Dowson (MD)
A Thornton (Clerk)

District Councillor Steve Askew (SA)

Members of the public:  2 present

Chair opened the meeting expressing condolences on the passing of retired parish council councillor Andrew Nettleton. Andrew was a valued and respected member of the parish council. 

1.Election of Councillors
a. Chairperson for NBPC
AB requested nominations for the election of a Chairperson to NBPC.
KH proposed Paul Martin and MD seconded. All present approved PM was duly elected.PM took the chair for the rest of the meeting. Acceptance of office completed.
PM expressed thanks for his appointment as Chairperson.
b. Vice Chair vacancy
PM requested nominations for the post of NBPC vice chair. None made. NBPC will continue its business without a Vice Chair for the foreseeable future.
c. Parish Councillor Vacancy, 
PM suggested all councillors make a concerted effort to think of one person to approach to join the Parish Council. District Councillor S Askew suggested putting together a clip for social media advertising the vacancy.

PM expressed his apologises in advance for June meeting. Others present expressed their apologies for the June meeting. KH was nominated and accepted the “chair” for the June meeting.
ACTION PM directed AT to check if date of June meeting could be changed to the 16th June as we are likely to be non-quorate on 9th June.
2.Apologies for absence
Apologies from Steve Highton (SH) were noted.

3. Declaration of Interest for Items on the agenda and dispensations for councillors with a pecuniary interest

There were none
4. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2026.
These were agreed as a true record of proceedings subject to minuet 6B changed to “new season”
5. To receive reports of matters arising from March minutes for update and information only
a. Village map has been reprinted and displayed – the invoice was challenged and the response clarifying charges was circulated by email. All present approved payment of the invoice.

b Dual use of the playing field by both NB Cricket Club and by NB under7’s football club.
Terms and Conditions to be reviewed and agreed by both clubs for the new season.
AT to circulate T and C’s for review.
c. Neighbourhood plan review group had an initial meeting on 9th May. The review will be complete for presentation at the December 2026 meeting. At this stage no changes of substance are anticipated.
PM highlighted the need to replace the neighbourhood plan monitoring officer as Mary Manning ceased as a councillor on 1st April.
PM proposed Mary Dowson all present agreed, MD, has accepted and is now neighbourhood plan monitoring officer.
PM requested that The Neighbourhood Plan be a standard agenda item at NBPC future meetings.

6.Public Participation

a. District Councillor Report:
SA reported that:
· Breckland food waste bins will be rolled out in the Autumn these will be emptied weekly and have no impact on other bin collections.
· that the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) is currently on track.
· That Breckland Cabinet voted to work with YMCA Norfolk on a supported homelessness accommodation.

b. County Councillor Report.
None. Chair requested AT contact newly appointed County Councillor with dates and times of NBPC meetings.

c. Parish Councillors Reports.
AB asked if the 2025 change of the summer recess (non-meeting month) from August to September could be repeated in 2026.All present agreed. NBPC will meet in August and not meet in September. Action AT to update meeting dates on website.
AB received a letter from a resident re speeding along church street and industrial vehicles heading down Cuffer Lane. SA requested the letter be forwarded to himself as District Councillor as this may be a planning issue.

d.Public Participation
Parishioner reiterated condolence re the passing of Andrew Nettleton and the work he did as a NB Parish Councillor. KH will collate article for Village newsletter.
Parishioner reported broken gates on footpaths 5 and 6, additionally gates are not closed routinely, these issues have been reoccurring over many years. 
ACTIONS: AB to audit all footpath gates. Defects will be reported on NCC highways website. AT will, as suggested by SA contact Ms Frances Salway at NCC with all defects listed. AB to write article on footpaths for Village newsletter.

Meeting recessed for 5 mins. The public left the meeting.

7. Financial Matters

a. The bank reconciliation for April was noted.
b. The Payments below for May 2026 were proposed by AB seconded by MD and approved by all present.
	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	 Gross 
	 VAT 
	 Net 



	12/05/2026
	02/05/2026
	online payment
	Broadland Trees
	Broadland trees new account 
	             1,192.50 
	     198.75 
	    993.75 

	12/05/2026
	04/05/2026
	online payment
	NALC
	Annual subs membership
	                172.61 
	 
	    172.61 

	12/05/2026
	May
	online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerk May salary
	                527.47 
	 
	    527.47 

	12/05/2026
	May
	online payment
	NLGPS /NCC
	Clerk May Pension
	                130.28 
	 
	    130.28 

	12/05/2026
	30/04/2026
	online payment
	Voluntary Norfolk
	DBS check CCS...

	                  15.60 
	         2.60 
	      13.00 

	12/05/2026
	08/05/2026
	Direct Debit
	npower
	streetlights electricity
	                  57.28 
	         2.73 
	      54.55 

	12/05/2026
	12/05/2026
	online payment
	A Thornton
	Mileage claim 
	              54.45 
	            2.73 
	          51.72 

	12/05/26
	10/05/06
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Printer paper
	4.03
	0
	4.03

	12/05/02
	10/05/26
	Online payment
	R Canwell
	Internal audit fee
	65.00
	0
	65.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	        2,219.22 
	        206.81 
	     2012.41 


Item 4a additional invoice approved at this meeting R Murray village map       £160.00                  
7c. Community Project Fund Applications.
 No new applications have been received. 

7d The Asset register was reviewed and agreed by all present.

7e The Annual internal audit report was read out by AT all present approved.

7f The Annual Governance Statement.
Chair PM read out the commitments of the Governance Statement of the annual return, it was proposed by KH and seconded by MD all present approved. The Chair and Clerk both signed the statement.

7gThe signing of the Annual Return took place.

7h Adoption of the accounts It was proposed by AB and seconded by PM that the accounts for year ending 31st March 2026 be approved and adopted. This was agreed by all present the Chair and the Clerk signed the accounts.
Action AT to now continue with AGAR submitting to external auditors and notices to be placed on website and village noticeboard.

7i Councillor responsibilities were reviewed. Action AT to update and publicise New Buckenham Councillors and their responsibilities 2026-2027

8. Planning
a.  No applications or decisions were received for noting at this meeting.

9. To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
a. Grounds Maintenance. Not discussed at this meeting
b. Closed Churchyard.  AB informed the meeting that the annual wildflower survey is to be conducted.

c. Cemetery. Not discussed at this meeting

d. Allotments. All allotments let, no current waiting list. Action AT to take Water readings April May to June and allotment costs report to be prepared for July meeting.
	
e. Play Area/ Cricket Pitch
Play area annual report noted works were of low or very low risk and no immediate action required. Most low-risk works were tree works. Action AT to collate low risk works for consideration at October’s meeting after the growing, summer play season.

f. Public Footpaths 
In addition to item 5b. (Public participation).
AB will reapproach highways regarding High London Farm footpath which appears unusable.
g. Community Car Scheme (CCS) Not discussed at this meeting.
h. Defibrillator Not discussed at this meeting

10. Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda: 

No additional correspondence discussed at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 21.20.

It is anticipated that the next meeting of NBPC will be at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7.30pm. (not 9th June as the council may be non-quorate).
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