

NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of New Buckenham Parish Council held at New Buckenham Village Hall on Tuesday 8th November 2024.

Present: Andrew Bingham (AB) Chair, Paul Martin (PM) Vice Chair, Don Crossman (DC), Karen Hobley (KH) Steve Highton (SH) and Mary Manning (MM)  
Apologies: Mary Dowson (MD) 
Also in attendance: Angela Thornton (AT) Clerk. Norfolk and Breckland Councillor Steve Askew (SA). No members of the public. 
	Minute
	
	Action

	2425/76
	Absent – Mary Dowson.
	

	2425/77
	Matters arising
KH declared an interest in matters arising item (i)
(i)Councillor AB met with both cricket club and football club representatives. This has resulted in an agreement to use approximately a 14th of overall playing field, mainly outside of the cricket season, for an under 7’s match day pitch. Agreement to move pitch if required due to ground conditions. Space with a proportionate charge to be discussed with NBFC. Proposed by MM and seconded by SH
(ii) Consideration of an Anglian Water mast at the Village Hall is progressing to the planning stage.
	



AT. AB

	2425/78
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th October 2024.
Proposed by Karen Seconded by Don. Minutes approved.
	

	2425/79
	To record declarations of interest not already recorded in the current Members Register of Interest: 
Karen Hobley re declared her interest in item 2524/77(i) as she is New Buckenham Football Club Welfare Officer.
Andrew Bingham declared an interest in planning application item 2425/72
	

	2425/80
	To receive reports of matters arising from June minutes for update and information only. 
	

	
	a. Village Gateway – confirmation of design submitted, awaiting date for installation from NCC. SA will request progress from NCC.
	SA

	2425/81
	District and County Councillor Report. 
Cllr SA reported:
With the recent change in government the proposal for devolution is no longer likely to progress.
Consultation on charging for carparking across Breckland is taking place.
Household support fund is available now with a £300 fixed amount per household.
Community Orchard grant is open for applications until the end of November.
The Local Plan review is on hold whilst new government targets are considered.
Thanks were expressed to SA for his support on ensuring wrongly erected posts have now been  removed in Marsh Lane.
	


	2425/82
	Chair and Parish Councillors Reports.
None presented at this meeting
	


	2425/83
	Public Participation:
None at this meeting
	

	2425/84
	Financial Matters:
a. Bank reconciliation for October was accepted.
	

	
	b. Payments November 2024 (below) were approved for processing.  Proposed Mary. Seconded Karen. All agreed.
	DC AB


	Payment Approved Date
	Invoice Date
	Payment reference
	Payee
	ITEM
	Gross expenditure
	VAT
	Net

	12/11/2024
	30/10/2024
	Online payment
	Broadland Trees
	October maintenance
	1230
	205
	1025

	12/11/2024
	November
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Clerks Salary November and backdated pay award 
	702.4
	 
	702.4

	12/11/2024
	November
	Online payment
	Norfolk County Council
	Clerks Pension November and backdated 
	218.05
	 
	218.05

	12/11/2024
	51124
	Direct Debit
	Npower
	Electricity streetlights October
	59.13
	2.82
	56.31

	12/11/2024
	November
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	mileage August to October
	28.35
	 
	28.35

	12/11/2024
	25/10/2024
	Online payment
	A Bingham
	skip hire clear allotments
	271.19
	45.32
	225.87

	13/11/2024
	14/11/2024
	Online payment
	A Bingham
	Skip hire extension
	20
	3.33
	16.67

	12/11/2024
	01/11/2024
	Online payment
	A Thornton
	Postage
	5
	 
	5

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2534.1
	256.47
	2277.7


An additional £20 for a second weeks skip hire payable to A Bingham was also approved.
A £50 donation to Royal British Legion was approved for payment
	
	c. Community Project Fund Applications.
(i) The Cricket Club request for £1500 towards a container will be considered when requested documentation received (Cricket club accounts). Ongoing.
(ii) The Football Club request for netting withdrawn as funding has been provided from elsewhere.
d. The 2025-26 Draft Budget and precept were presented by the clerk. Councillors will email any suggested changes to the budget. The final budget and precept will be presented for approval at Decembers meeting.
	





ALL

	2425/85
	To consider planning applications and to receive Breckland District Council’s decisions made on any planning applications received before the meeting: 
(1) Commons Registration Act 1965 
Notice of Application for Amendment of Register in Respect of:
Register Unit No. CL29 Application No. 3409
A Bingham declared an interest as a grazing Rights Holder.

Discussion took place on what and how grazing rights are operating.
Councillors will be objecting to the current notice on the basis that it would be desirable for grazing rights to be held locally, rather than dispersed nationally. The current transfer address is not a residential address, and “in the spirit of grazing rights” councillors consider that opportunities should be taken to offer any available shares to interested parishioners rather than increasing holdings of existing Rights Holders. NBPC view will be submitted to NCC.
	











AT

	2425/86
	To consider any issues raised regarding NBPC amenities as follows:
	

	
	a. Grounds Maintenance – Current contract will run for a further year on current costs. 
	

	
	b. Closed Churchyard – Quinquennial report works have been reviewed. KH clarified outstanding works are the painting of metal gates. AB (with other councillors) will check exactly what “greenery bushes trees” need removing. Budget for 25/26 must reflect anticipated cost of remaining quinquennial works. 
	KH
 AT AB

	
	c. Cemetery – hedge line to be considered re pruning. AB (and other councillors) checking approximate length to be pruned and report back to December meeting.
	AT 
PM AB


	
	d. Allotments – Annual billing has taken place. Clearance of plots 7 and 8 is taking place.
Councillors agreed to utilise plots 16 and 17 as a very small community orchard. KH offered to look at application to Breckland Community Orchard scheme for trees, fencing and groundworks. AB (with other councillors) to check approximate size of community orchard area bringing outline plan to Decembers meeting.
This will leave 2 vacant plots which will be advertised in village newsletter. 
	



AB KH MD


	
	e. The annual play equipment inspection report and findings, was presented by DC. Report and works discussed. DC proposed AB seconded. AT to arrange works ( if original quote still valid ). £5K allocated  to 2025-26 budget.
	DC



	
	f. Public Footpaths. 
Highway Rangers have requested list of issues which they can address: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk182832538]High London path, not easily passable. 
· Gate behind thatched cottage on Marsh Lane poorly repaired. These items to be reported to Highway Rangers.
MM reported that Tanning Lane has 2 gates to the common. Left hand stile has no function – liaison with highways over its possible removal is ongoing.  
	



AT 
AB

	
	g. Community Car Scheme – AB reported this is going well however new volunteer drivers are needed.
	

	
	h. Street Lights – nothing to report
	

	
	I. Defibrillator – Awaiting Plaque from County Broadband
	

	2425/87
	Key Documents for review: none presented at this meeting
	

	2425/88
	Correspondence received not considered elsewhere on this agenda:
a. Request for donation to RBL £50 KH proposed MM seconded approved. 
b. B. Community Orchard application to be submitted.
c. Succession planning. AB reiterated that the Chairperson would stand for 2–3-year period, to be succeeded by Vice chair who will serve as Chairperson for the following 2-3 years. Chair can revert to general councillor role following 2-3 years as Chairperson.
	

AT

KH



The meeting closed at 21.20 pm.The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 10th December at 7.30pm followed by Christmas refreshments.
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